
Inspection of Yarnton Day Nursery Ltd
Rutten lane, Oxford, Yarnton OX5 1LP

Inspection date: 10 June 2025

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children demonstrate that they are happy, settled and enjoy their time at this 
inclusive nursery. Children confidently leave their parents and carers at the door 
and settle well to activities that they enjoy. Staff are kind, supportive and gentle in 
their support and interactions with children. They clearly have good relationships 
with the children and support their individual needs well. Children self-sufficiently 
move around the setting, making independent choices in what they would like to 
do. They understand the routine of the day and know what is expected of them. 
This was evident as children happily go to the quieter room in key group times. 

Overall, staff provide good levels of support for children's learning and 
development. Staff offer children a wide range of activities that support their 
interests and help them to build on their prior knowledge and skills. For example, 
children have many opportunities to build on their hand muscles and dexterity 
ready for writing as they have fun exploring with media and materials, such as 
dough and sand. Children are developing an understanding of good manners 
through positive role modelling. Staff help children to build on their vocabulary and 
understanding well, as they engage with children and provide a running 
commentary as children play.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The management team has a clear awareness of what the team want the 
children to learn, and have a good vision for the setting. As a team, they 
regularly reflect together on the activities they offer to children and talk about 
children's progress and next steps in learning. Staff demonstrated that they have 
a strong awareness of how activities support learning and are able to articulate 
the learning intentions behind activities that they plan and provide. 

n Children develop their independence well. During mealtimes, they make choices 
about the foods they would like to eat and use the cutlery with ease. Staff 
support children's understanding of healthy eating well as they talk to them 
about the impact foods have on their bodies. Staff support children in 
mathematical concepts during mealtimes well. For example, staff and children 
together use appropriate language to talk about the shapes and different sizes 
of their food, such as which one is 'bigger' and 'smaller'.

n Staff promote children's health and well-being accordingly. Children go outdoors 
daily and benefit from fresh air in the well-established learning environment. 
Staff provide children with many opportunities to develop physically. For 
example, children practise and refine their skills and confidence as they 
negotiate space on ride-on bikes, balance along ropes and logs and have 
freedom to run and explore. Children have many opportunities to learn about the 
world around them. For instance, they learn where some foods come from 
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through planting, caring and harvesting vegetables grown at nursery. 
n Children have some positive friendships forming and often they are seen 

laughing and playing happily together, especially as they have fun in the role-
play areas and dress up. Children generally behave well. However, at times, 
some children do not receive consistent messages from staff to help them 
manage their behaviour, particularly about how their actions might affect others. 
Despite this, staff praise children regularly, which promotes their self-esteem and 
confidence well.

n Overall, the management team is aware of some areas where staff need 
support. Managers have arrangements to monitor training to support staff 
practice. However, they do not identify all inconsistencies in practice. For 
example, on occasions, some staff do not make effective use of communication 
and questioning, to help children build on their vocabulary and understanding of 
language. Despite this, all children including those who need additional support 
in communication and language are developing well. They enjoy singing songs 
and story sessions.

n Partnership with parents and other professionals involved in children's care, 
learning and education is good. Staff ensure they communicate effectively and 
maintain a good working relationship with all professionals to maintain continuity 
of care. Parents report positively on the welcoming and friendly staff team. They 
comment on how they feel well informed about their children's learning and 
developmental progress. Staff share children's next steps with parents and 
provide activities and guidance to help support children's learning at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n provide more consistent support for children, to help build on their 
understanding of how to manage their feelings and behaviour

n monitor the quality of teaching even more closely to identify further areas where 
staff can develop their practice and extend their teaching.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2724604

Local authority Oxfordshire

Inspection number 10398465

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person Yarnton day nursery ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2724603

Telephone number 01865 362544 

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Yarnton Day Nursery registered in 2023. It is based in Yarnton, in Oxfordshire. The 
nursery opens Monday to Friday, all year round from 8am to 5.30pm, with options 
of extended hours from 7.45am. They have seven staff employed at the nursery, 
and of these six have an early years qualification. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tracy Bartholomew

Inspection activities

n The inspector spoke with the manager about the leadership and management of 
the setting. 

n The manager explained the nursery curriculum during a learning walk with the 
inspector. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about the activities they took part in. 
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitability 

of staff.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2025
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